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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 727 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PO 

SUB J : COUNCIL OF MINISTERS APPROVES UNITARY LABOR LAW 
REF: (A) LISBON 378 (B) LISBON 380 

SUMMARY: COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HAS FINALLY APPROVED EDITED VERSION 
OF DECREE WHICH WILL PROMOTE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SINGLE LABOR 
CONFEDERATION IN PORTUGAL. END SUMMARY. 

1. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS FORMALLY APPROVED ON FEBRUARY 3 RE- 
WORKED VERSION OF DECREE-LAW WHICH HAS EFFECT OF ESTABLISHING 
UNITARY LABOR CONFEDERATION IN PORTUGAL. APPROVAL WAS LARGELY 
PRO-FORMA AGREEMENT ON FINAL LANGUAGE OF DECREE, AS GUT ISSUES 
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DECIDED EARLIER. (REF A). MEASURE NOW GOES TO COUNCIL OF STATE 
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FOR REVIEW AND TO PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES FOR PROMULGATION. 

2. MINISTER OF LABOR'S CHIEF OF CABINET TOLD LABATT FEB. 4 
THAT COMPROMISE REACHED ON FINAL VERSION PRECLUDES ANY 
PORTUGUESE LABOR UNION, FEDERATION, OR CONFEDERATION FROM 
AFFILIATING WITH INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFEDERATIONS OR TRADE 
SECRETARIATS. MINISTRY OF LABOR RECOGNIZES THIS WILL WEAKEN 
LABOR MOVEMENT, BUT ACCEPTS THIS AS INTERIM MEASURE IN VIEW 
OF CRITICISM OF PREVIOUS DRAFT PROVISION IN WHICH ONLY NATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION WAS PERMITTED TO AFFILIATE WITH INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. PRESENT VERSION OF LAW STILL PERMITS PORTUGUESE 
LABOR GROUPS AT ANY ORGANIZATIONAL LEVEL TO MAINTAIN CONTACTS 
AND RELATIONS WITH OTHER NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
CONFEDERATIONS AND SECRETARIATS. 

3. TEXT OF DECREE, AS MODIFIED BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, NOT 
YET AVAILABLE. FOREIGN MINISTER SOARES HAS TOLD AMBASSADOR 
(REF B) THAT SUBSTNATIAL CHANGES WERE INCORPORATED IN DRAFT 
DECREE DURING DEBATE IN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND THAT AS RESULT 
SOCIALISTS ABLE TO WORK WITHIN THE UNIONS DESPITE COMMUNIST 
CONTROL OF SUPERSTRUCTURE. 

CARLUCCI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR LAW, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, LABOR UNIONS, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LISBON00727 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750044-0386 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750267/aaaaciay.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 LISBON 378, 75 LISBON 380 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 APR 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <17 SEP 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COUNCIL OF MINISTERS APPROVES UNITARY LABOR LAW 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



